
Where to Get Digital Topographic Maps 

1 Where to Get Digital Topographic Maps 

 

 http://store.usgs.gov 

You may freely download topographic maps in GeoPDF format from this USGS website. The 
new US Topo maps and the “legacy” topographic maps are downloadable. Historic USGS 
topographic maps may also be available; as of November 2011 about half of the US is 

available (see http://nationalmap.gov/historical/index.html) 

Once at the above website, click on "Map Locator". 

A new page appears.  In the center of the screen is a map of North America. Above is a text 
box: enter an address or geographic place name, then click on “Go”. Refer to “Search 
Help” for tips. 

The map interface will zoom to your area-of-interest. A red balloon marks the location you 
input. You may place other balloons on the map by left-clicking.  

Clicking on a red balloon presents you with download prompts.  When multiple listings 
appear, hover your mouse over the Date and additional information will appear in a gray 
window. 

Maps will transfer as zipped files, so run decompression software after downloading them.  
Decompression freeware is available at: 

http://www.winzip.com 

http://www.camunzip.com/ 

http://www.thefreesite.com/easyzip111.htm 

Freeware from Adobe allows you to view the map: http://get.adobe.com/reader/ 

The TerraGo freeware link below the map interface increases viewing functionality (ex: 
georeferencing, zoom to a specified coordinate, interface with a GPS receiver, perform length 
& area calculations). 

Note you may also order hardcopy versions of any downloadable map. Plots of US Topo 
maps and plots of historic maps cost $15. The “legacy” topographic maps are warehoused at 
the USGS in Denver and cost $8. 

 http://msrmaps.com 

You may freely download georeferenced “legacy” topographic maps & aerial photos in JPG 
format from this website. 

 http://edcsns17.cr.usgs.gov/NewEarthExplorer/ 

Here the USGS offers free GEOTIFF-formatted scans of the “legacy” topographic maps.  
Most of the USA is available, but there are some gaps, primarily in California and the 
Tennessee Valley Authority region.   Here is how to proceed: 

Once at the website, you'll need to Register in order to download anything. The link is near 
the top right corner. Record the User Name and Password you assign yourself. 

Once that's done, return to the EarthExplorer website. There are 4 tabs atop the left half of 
the screen.  Click on the Search Criteria tab. Define your area-of-interest by entering 

coordinates or typing an address or place name. 
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Next click on the Data Sets tab. Click on the cross next to Digital Maps and check the DRG 

box. 

Optionally, now click on the Additional Criteria tab. Here you specify the Product Group, 

Scale, and other criteria. If unsure, leave this alone. 

Click on the Results tab and you'll be presented with every topographic map that touches the 
bounding coordinates or the place name you entered. Ten results are presented per page. 
Each result has a group of icons associated with it; click the one with a downward-pointing 
green arrow to download the map. 

 http://www.nsgic.org/states/index.cfm 

Many state agencies offer free downloads of digital topographic maps for their state. Click on 
the appropriate state (you may need to do this twice). This opens up a PDF-formatted form - 
scroll down to Question 19 and you'll see the state’s data website. If you don’t find what you 
seek, do an Internet search for the state’s geological survey (ex: North Dakota Geological 
Survey” or the state’s Department of Natural Resources. 

 http://libremap.org/data/ 

This website offers digital versions of the “legacy” topographic maps in TIFF format. First click 
on the appropriate state. When the next page appears, click on “View the Entire List of 
Digital Raster Graphic Maps”. When the page refreshes, you’ll be presented with an 

alphabetized list of every 24,000-scale topographic map for that particular state. 

 http://mapper.acme.com 

This website allows you to toggle amongst topographic maps, hillshade terrain depictions, 
aerial photographs, and other views. Type location information into the search text box, then 
click Find. The interface will zoom to that location. In the top left corner are 4 directional 
arrows and a zoom ladder. The buttons across the top allow you to change the view. Click on 
the rotating globe icon to minimize it. 

 http://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/ 

Seamless topographic maps on a county basis are available from this Department of 
Agriculture website. The data is in MRSID format. Freeware viewers are available here: 

http://www.lizardtech.com/downloads/viewers.php 

http://www.globalmapper.com/ 

Once there, click on the Get Data button. Select the appropriate state and county. Click the 
right-pointing arrow to populate the box on the right. Then click Submit Selected Counties. 
When the page refreshes, a variety of data is presented. Digital maps will be presented under 
the Topographic Images heading. Check the box, then click on Continue. By default, data 

will be offered via FTP. 

 Digital topographic maps can be displayed in Google Earth. 

 http://www.metzgerwillard.us/quads/quads.html is the link for obtaining the maps. 

 http://www.google.com/earth/index.html is the link for Google Earth. 
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